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The Seventeenth Annual Arabian Sights Film Festival returns with the newest and most innovativ
from today’s Arab world. Select directors will be present at their screenings to discuss their work.
events will be held and an Audience Award for favorite film will be presented. All films will be sc
with English subtitles. Please visit filmfestdc.org for updates on films, guests, events,

and more.
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\RAB CINEMA

ADMISSION
OPENING NIGHT

7:00 pm The Source
EMBASSY OF FRANCE
[ TIA FOLLOWED BY A RECEPTION

1-888-996-4774

The following screenings will take place

Cash or check sales only at the theater. ot the National Geographic Society

) ) . . ) 6:30 pm  Taxi Ballad
A special package of 9 tickets is available online and at the 8:30pm  Omar Killed Me

theater for a discounted price of $95.00. Advance sales subject
to a small convenience fee. This package does not include

opening night. 4:00 pm  Sea Shadow

7:00 pm  The Rif Lover
9:00 pm  Omar Killed Me

Friday, November 2

Saturday, November 3

This year's festival will take place in conjunction with
1001 Inventions: Discover the Golden Age of

Muslim Civilization, The National Geographic
Society’s award-winning exhibit dedicated to the history Sunday, November 4
of science and technology in the Islamic civilization
during the Golden Age. Receive a special rate for the
exhibition when you purchase tickets for Arabian Sights!
See more info at www.filmfestdc.org




Thursday, October 25 at 7:00 pm

In an isolated and scenic Maghreb village, women carry the workload - literally! While
their husbands leisurely sip tea and play cards, the wives painstakingly hike the treacher-
ous mountain path fo fetch water from the local spring. Young, beautiful and progressive




Friday, November 2 at 9:00 pm
Sunday, November 4 at 5:15 pm, followed by a reception

Asma’a is representative of a growing number of films using cinema to raise

awareness of social issues in Egypt. In a society where HIV/AIDS s still stigmatized,

45-year-old Asma’a (Hend Sabri) stays under the radar by avoiding any situation that would reveal her positive status. In
the big city, she keeps to herself while working as a janitor to make a meager living for herself and her teenage daugh-
ter. However, Asma’a wasn't always so introverted; before she moved to Cairo from a small village, she was outspoken
and independent. Though her HIV remains asymptomatic, Asma’a needs an operation for a gall-bladder problem but no
doctor will operate on her when they discover she is ill. Edgy TV talk-show host Mohsen (Maged El Kedwany) becomes
aware of Asma’a’s plight and encourages her to speak out publically on her own behalf and address the ignorance in
the community. The film’s haunting imagery speaks to the gravity of the subject. Winner of F Co-presented with T

Best Director from the Arab World and Best Actor at the Abu Dhabi Film Festival. CYPTIAN CULTURAL AND

EDUCATIONAL BUREAU,
Egypt, Directed by Amr Salama, 2011, 96 min., 35mm, In Arabic with English subtitles EMBASSY OF EGYPT

Friday, November 2 at 6:30 pm, followed by a reception
Saturday, November 3 at 9:00 pm

It all started in a small mirror shop during director Safinez Bousbid's visit to Algiers in 2003

when she came across old photographs of a music class from the 1940s. Her curiosity

inspired her to learn more, and she set out to track down the classmates, Muslim and

Jewish, now between the ages of 70 and 100 and residing in Algeria and abroad. The

photos were from sessions at the Conservatory of Algiers, where the students had studied

under the legendary master El Hadj M'Hamed El Anka. Their musical genre Chabbi, literally

“the music of the people,” defied class, religion, and ethnicity. When the Co-presented with
Algerian Revolution began the group could not sustain; the Jewish friends fled
the country while the remaining band members scattered. Through years of
detective work and extensive travel, Bousbia reunites the musician friends in
this moving documentary to once again celebrate life and friendship as the

Algerian Embassy

group “El Gusto.” Winner of Best Director from the Arab World at the Abu Dhabi Film Festival. 501P¥§?niv_er‘sory
of Algeria's
Algeria/France, Directed by Safinez Bousbia, 2011, 88 min., Digital, In Arabic with English Subtitles Independence

HEELS OF WAR




Saturday, November 3 at 4:00 pm

Sunday, November 4 at 3:00 pm

When his parents need some time to sort out their marriage,

8-year-old Adel goes to stay with his grandparents, Khadidja and

Lounés, for a weekend. The grandparents, eager fo spend time

with the boy, welcome him in with loving and sympathetic arms.

Grandfather Lounés introduces Adel to the adventurous world of
animals living in Algiers and the boy is especially fond of a little sparrow. Khadidja ensures that Adel feels comfortable
in their apartment and encourages him, on a daily basis, to quantify the size of his love. Director Fatma Zohra
Zamoum, sensitive to the nuances of the human relationship, taps into the uniquely tender bond that can arise between
a very young person with fresh eyes and an older adult who thinks he’s already seen it all.

Algeria/Morocco, Directed by Fatma Zohra Zamoum, 2011, 98 min., 35mm, In Arabic with English subtitles

Friday, October 26 at 8:30 pm
Saturday, October 27 at 9:00 pm

In this gripping crime-and-courtroom drama adapted

from true events, a Moroccan gardener, Omar Raddad

(Sami Bouaijila) becomes the prime suspect in the brutal

beating and murder of a wealthy widow on the French

Riviera. The bizarre clue that thrust him into the hot seat

was the phrase “Omar m'a tuer,” scrolled in the victim’s

blood at the crime scene which literally translates to the

grammatically incorrect “Omar has kill me.” With no

forensic evidence and a cursory investigation, Raddad is convicted and goes fo prison for 18 years. In Raddad’s corner,
a journalist named Pierre-Emmanuel Vaugrenard sefs out to prove the gardener’s innocence. Roschdy Zem, who starred
with Boudgiila in Days of Glory, steps behind the camera to direct this thrilling story riddled with injustice, classism and
prejudice. Omar Killed Me was selected as Morocco’s submission to the Academy Awards®.

Morocco/France, Directed by Roschdy Zem, 2011, 85 min., 35mm, In French and Arabic with English subtitles




Saturday, October 27 at 7:00 pm
Sunday, October 28 at 7:00 pm

Aya, a flirtatious 20-year-old who lives in a small village

with her mother and two brothers, spends her time catch-

ing rays with her best friend Raida and daydreaming of
grand romance. Her keen inferest in amorous affairs
stems from her seeing a video of Bizet's Carmen, a gift

from her cousin. She reveres Carmen’s power of seduction, overlooking the temptress’s ultimate fate. With Aya's father
working abroad as a fisherman, her brothers pursue less lawful employment under a local hashish trafficker named
“The Baron.” Hoping to move up in his career, Aya’s oldest brother secretly makes a deal with “The Baron” offering his
sister in exchange for his own field of cannabis. Aya, now unexpectedly and unwillingly caught up in her own perilous
drama, must address her naive notions of romance. Writer/director Narjiss Nejjar once again fells a sumptuous tale of

women boldly confronting patriarchal tradition.

Morocco/France/Belgium, Directed by Narjiss Nejjar, 2011, 90 min., Digital

In Arabic and French with English subtitles

Saturday, October 27 at 4:00 pm

Teenagers Mansoor and Kaltham grapple with tradition and
burgeoning romantic feelings in a small seaside village in
Ras al-Khaimah. Mansoor comes from a poor family with a
domineering mother. Ever thoughtful, he consults his more
experienced pal Sultan to find out more about the mystery of
love and what his courting strategy for Kaltham should

entail. Sultan encourages his friend o pool his resources and
buy her a present. Before Mansoor can deliver his gift,
Owaish, a coquettish girl whose family he delivers iced

sherbet to, derails his plan. Beautiful Kaltham is without a mother and struggles with unwanted attention from men.
When her older brother Jasim returns from Dubai and learns this, her shame mounts. The two teens will have to find the

courage to carve out their own destinies.

United Arab Emirates, Directed by Nawaf AlJanahi, 2011, 98 min., Digital, In Arabic with English subtitles

TAXI BALLAD
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