

















THE TUBA THIEVES
Alison O’Daniel
USA, 2023, 91 minutes

This film premiered at the Sundance Film Festival. It's not a literal story about tubas
and thieves, but instead about sound and its absence. Between 2011 and 2013,

a series of unusual thefts occurred targeting 12 Southern California high school
band rooms with thieves absconding with more than 20 tubas. Using this quirky
series of unsolved crimes as a source of inspiration, director and visual artist Alison
O’Daniel blends elements of documentary and fiction to create a unique sensory
experience that defies categorization. What happens when sound is no longer
present? What shifts in the senses when a marching band loses its booming tonal
anchor? Featuring a cast of mostly d/Deaf actors and told through a d/Deaf/Hard
of Hearing lens, The Tuba Thieves asks its audience to become active participants in
this cinematic experience and offers the challenge to engage—and perhaps think—
differently.—Andrea Passafiume

IN ASL (AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE) AND ENGLISH wiTH OpeN CAPTIONS
Sunday, April 23, 3:00 PM, Landmark’s E Street Cinema

XALE
Moussa Sene Absa
Senegal, 2022, 101 minutes

The condition of women and the challenges young people face are at the center

of Xalé, the latest visually rich film by veteran Senegalese filmmaker Moussa Sene
Absa. Set in a picturesque seaside community, the town’s characters embody the
aforementioned themes. Teenage twins and best friends Awa and Adama differ on
achieving the best futures. Top student Awa bets on education while Adama plans to
leave on a perilous ocean journey to Europe. Fatou, a successful beauty shop owner,
has her independence threatened by family dictates forcing her to marry Atoumane,
a disgruntled taxi driver. However, when Atoumane assaults women, the community
demands accountability. Vigorous Senegalese music and dance performances are
uniquely integrated into the film as singing and colorfully attired storytellers follow
behind the characters as the plot advances. Xalé was Senegal’s Best Film submission for
the 2022 Oscars®.—Cornelius Moore

IN WOLOF WITH ENGLISH SUBTITLES
Thursday, April 27, 6:10 PM, Landmark'’s E Street Cinema

FilmfestDC.org

SUNSET CINEMA AT
THE WHARF

Enjoy special Filmfest DC outdoor films
on the big screen at The Wharf!

DOUGH
John Goldschmidt
UK/Hungary, 2015, 94 minutes

In this timely and poignant comedy, the always reliable Jonathan Pryce plays
Nat, a curmudgeonly old Jewish baker struggling to keep his family business
going in London'’s East End. On the other side of town, Ayyash, a young
Muslim immigrant, is searching to find any job other than working for a
dangerous small-time pot dealer. After Nat’s assistant quits, Ayyash finds
his way to Nat's bakery. While Nat’s off negotiating with his late partner’s
wife and simultaneously fending off her advances, Ayyash accidentally drops
a bag of marijuana into the challah dough. Suddenly, business picks way
up. Surprised by all the new young customers lining up, Nat initially doesn’t
suspect Ayyash. However, the kid is scrambling to keep both jobs and keep
both bosses from learning about each other. —Dave Nuttycombe

Saturday, April 22, 7:30 PM, The Wharf

A SIMPLE WEDDING
Sara Zandieh

USA, 2018, 88 minutes

Produced by and co-starring Rita Wilson (My Big Fat Greek Wedding), this
uproarious debut feature from Sara Zandieh presents an authentic and

diverse look at finding love in this day and age and all the complications that
come with it. After successfully sabotaging another of her parents’ arranged
marriage setups, the ever-charming and rebellious Nousha seems destined for
singledom. But Cupid’s arrow is waiting in the wings when Nousha meets the
artsy Alex at a feminist protest. Their secret tryst can be kept under wraps for
only so long before Nousha's parents call for wedding bells to ring. As two very
different cultures and families collide, Nousha and Alex quickly learn that this
wedding will be anything but simple.—Palm Springs International Film Festival

Saturday, April 29, 7:30 PM, The Wharf
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Filmmakers expected at the screening are listed on the filmfestdc.org website.

A kaleidoscopic lens on our world today and life in these times.

SHORT STORIES 1

Total running time: 94 minutes

MOVING VIOLATION
Eric Bergemann / USA, 2022,
4 minutes, narrative

A traffic stop triggers relationship
issues.

THE BREAKTHROUGH
Daniel Sinclair / USA, 2022,

14 minutes, narrative

Jane and Teddy are on the brink of
divorce. When their marital problems
come to a sticking point, they have an
unexpected breakthrough.

LUNCHBOX

Anne Hu / USA, 2022,

17 minutes, narrative

While preparing lunches from her
childhood for her own daughter, a
Taiwanese-American woman struggles
to forgive herself for pushing away her
immigrant mother.

YOU LEFT ME ALONE
Lauren Fondren / USA, 2022,

15 minutes, narrative

When a crisis forces Erica to go home
to confront her estranged sibling,

she fights to revive their childhood
connection and finds that some
wounds are too deep to heal.

SWINMMING THROUGH
Samantha Sanders / USA, 2022,
16 minutes, documentary

As the pandemic rages on and the brutal
Chicago winter draws near, Deirdre,
Helen, and Jennefer—avid open water
swimmers —make a pact to continue
through the snow and ice.

SEEDS

Morningstar Angeline and
Ajuawak Kapashesit

USA, 2021, 12 minutes, narrative
Grieving the loss of their parents,
Indigenous sisters Loretta and Raven
cope in different ways. While one finds
catharsis in their mother’s old VHS
camera, the other struggles with a
potential pregnancy.

SOUTHERN AFTERNOON
Tian Lan / China, 2022,

16 minutes, narrative

(UYGHUR AND MANDARIN W/ENGLISH
SUBTITLES)

In Southern China, an Uyghur father
who is unable to read Mandarin
discovers that his 14-year-old daughter
has received a possible love letter.

SHORT STORIES 2

Total running time: 87 minutes

SUNSCREEN (¢

Edna Luise Biesold / USA, 2021,
10 minutes, narrative

(AMmERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE)

A couple’s relationship is put to the
test when the sunscreen goes missing
during a day at the beach.

THE ONLINE SHOP

Carsten Woike / Germany, 2022,

12 minutes, narrative

(GERMAN W/ENGLISH SUBTITLES)

For a seemingly close family, a quiet
evening at home reveals a darker truth.

1 AM HOME

Kymon Greyhorse / USA, 2021,

2 minutes, experimental

(NavaJo (DINE) W/ENGLISH SUBTITLES)
Navajo/Tongan director Kymon
Greyhorse proffers a love letter to

their ancestors and a joyful ode to the
co-existence of past and present within
each Indigenous person.

TAKE ME HOME

Liz Sargent / USA, 2022,

16 minutes, narrative

After their mother’s death, a cognitively
disabled woman and her estranged sister
must learn to communicate in order to
move forward.

SOBRE ELAS

Bruna Arcangelo / Brazil, 2022,
14 minutes, documentary
(PORTUGUESE W/ENGLISH SUBTITLES)
Profiles of three Brazilian women
demonstrate that female liberation is
collective, not individual.

[*Xd * Open Captions

PLUS

Bohdan Romanko / Ukraine, 2022,
10 minutes, narrative

(NO AUDIO DIALOGUE; ENGLISH TEXT)

A romantic relationship unfolds via text
messages between a Ukrainian man
inspired to join the defense forces and
a friend from the office who anxiously
follows his journey.

MULIKA

Maesha Maene / Democratic
Republic of the Congo, 2022,

14 minutes, narrative (FRENCH AND SWAHILI
W/ENGLISH AND FRENCH SUBTITLES)

In this Afrofuturist visual poem,

n “afronaut” emerges from the
wreckage of his spaceship on the edge
of a volcanic crater and descends into
the city he discovers below it.

WELL WISHES MY LOVE,
YOUR LOVE

Gabriel Garble / Sweden and
Malaysia, 2022, 9 minutes, animated
(Music, No DIaLOGUE)

In this dazzling celebration of color and
nature, a boy finds a unique way to
bring the world to his newly disabled
and house-bound friend.

Saturday, April 22, 3:30 PM, Landmark’s E Street Cinema

MetroShorts

The sixth edition of our popular program
of films from the vibrant, creative
community of filmmakers in DC and

the immediate Metro area.

Total Running Time: 93 minutes

Members of filmmaking teams from all the films
are expected in person.

Wednesday, April 26, 8:10 PM, Landmark'’s E Street Cinema

“MEET CUTE"”

Shawn Patrick Tilling

Canada, 2022, 3 minutes, animation

For two people waiting for the bus, it is a fateful
day. Shawn Patrick Tilling draws on the silent
movies of the 1920s as his influence for this
charming wordless courtship.

THE LEGACY OF

LEE'S FLOWER SHOP

Kamilah Thurmon

USA, 2022, 23 minutes, documentary

Started in the U Street corridor in the Jim Crow era,
Lee’s Flower and Card Shop is the oldest continuously
family-owned flower business in Washington, D.C.
This loving portrait of family and community is a lens
through which to observe the history of Black-owned
business in the nation’s capital.

MANDARINS
Chelsie Pennell
USA, 2022, 14 minutes, narrative

The black sheep of the family attempts to eulogize
her mother with a dark story about pigeons.

WOULD YOU STILL LOVE ME?
Ramsey Telhami

USA, 2022, 4 minutes, narrative

A romantic picnic takes a highly unexpected turn.

BLACK FIRE

Kia Freeman-Hicks and Patrick Mamou

USA, 2022, 27 minutes, documentary

In 1975, Jimmy Gray and J. Plunky Branch founded
Black Fire Records to produce culturally relevant jazz
and progressive music for the Washington, D.C.
community. Their ground-breaking creativity in the
studio is a testament to how music and activism of
that era came together to revolutionize the music
business.

A CHOCOLATE LENS

Gabriel Veras

USA, 2022, 21 minutes, documentary

How do you take a picture and tell a whole story?
This short film chronicles Steven Cummings’
photographic journey through a disappearing Black
Washington. The resulting images are a love letter to
Black people across America.
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Filmfest DCon TV

The festival is partnering with Washington’s popular Public Television stations. Tune in
to WETA and WHUT for exciting films by some of our city’s talented local filmmakers.

WETA IS THE OFFICIAL TELEVISION STATION
OF FILMFEST DC. It is the leading public
broadcasting station in the nation’s capital. This
month WETA Metro brings you a diverse selection
of exciting short films that will entertain as well as

inform you.

etro QPBS

This program airs on WETA Metro, April 15 at 8:00 PM.
weta.org/livestream

WHUT is the public television station of Howard
University. It provides quality programming that

is relevant and informative. Filmfest DC-DC
Rhythms is a series of lively musical documentaries
featuring both local and national musical talent.

o

HOWARD UNIVERSITY TELEVISION

www.whut.org

FilmfestDC.org
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